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Disclaimer

This report was written according to the EASOI Report Methodology (20)t. The report is based
on carefully selected sourcesioformation. All sources used are referenced.

The information contained in this report has been researched, evaluated and analysed with utmost
care. However, this document does not claim to be exhaustive. If a particular event, person or
organisation is nomentioned in the report, this does not mean that the event has not taken place
or that the person or organisation does not exist.

Furthermore, this report is not conclusive as to the determination or merit of any particular
application for internationaprotection. Terminology used should not be regarded as indicative of a
particular legal position.

YWwSTFdZASSQ: WNAATQ YR AAYAELFNI GSN¥YAy2t238 | NB
applied in the EU Asylum Acquis, the 1951 Refugegdbion and the 1967 Protocol relating to the
Status of Refugees.

Neither EASO nor any person acting on its behalf may be held responsible for the use which may be
made of the information contained in this report.

The drafting of this report wafinalisedon 13 August 2021Someadditional information was added
during the finalisation of this report in response to feedback received during the quality control
process, untill7 September 202IMore information on the reference period for this report can be
found in the methodology section of tHatroduction

1EASO, EASO Country of Origin Information (COIl) Report Methodology, Jung2019,


https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2019_EASO_COI_Report_Methodology.pdf

Glossary and Abbreviations

AJKAK
ANF
ANP
AQIS
ASWJ
BRP
BLA

BLF
BRA
BRAS
COVIEL9
CPEC
CRPF
CTD
Daesh
Deobandi
FATA
FC

FWO

GB

Haqqgani network

Hazara

HBC
HM

HuA
HCNR

Azad Jammu and Kashmizad Kashmir
Anti-Narcotics Force

Awami National Party

Al-Qaeda on the Indian Peninsula
Ahle-SunnatWalJamaat

Baloch Republican Party

Balochistan Liberation Army

Baloch Liberation Front

Baloch Republican Army

Baloch Raji Aajoi Sangar
Coronaviruslisease 2019

ChinaPakistan Economic Corridor
Central Reserve Police Force (India)
Counterterrorism Department

See Islamic State Khorasan Province (ISKP)
A conservative Sunni religious moventent
Federally Administered Tribal Areas
Frontier Corps

Frontier Works Organization
GilgitBaltistan

Armed insurgent movement led by Sirajuddin Haggani. This mover
is affiliated with the Taliban. Their headquarters are basddorth
Waziristan tribal district and in soutsast Afghanistan, in areas of the
Pashtun tribe of the Zadrah.

Ethnic (primarily) Shia Muslim minority group living predominantly i
central Afghanistan, western and northern Pakistan pads of Irart

Higher Border Commission

Hizbul-Mujahideen, militant group operating in Azad Jammu and
Kashmir, led by Syed Salahuddin

Hizbul Ahrara breakaway faction of the JBA

High Council of National Reconciliatigxfghanista

2Nelson, M.EASO, EASO COI Meeting Report: Pakistaliy O&tober 2017, Rome, February 20d8, pp

O yTF2NR

''YAGSNARAGR

.9, 27
al LAY 3 aAfAlGrlyd hNBE yATFGA2yad &l | jj

4BBC News, Pakistan Hazara minority protests after bombing in Quetta, 13 Aprib2019,

5 Al Jazeera, Explainer: Who are Kashmir's armed groups?, 3 Marchug019,
6 Dawn, Taliban splinter group splits further, 13 November 2017,
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https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/EASO_Pakistan_Meeting_Report_October_2017.pdf
https://cisac.fsi.stanford.edu/mappingmilitants/profiles/haqqani-network
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-47921535
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/03/explainer-kashmir-armed-groups-190303082652440.html
https://www.dawn.com/news/1370121

IBO
ICT
IDP

[JU
IED
IMU

ISKP
ISPP
ISI

ISPR

Jamaatul Ansar Al
Sharia

JuA

JeM

Jundullah
JSMM
JST
JSQMA

Khassadar

IntelligenceBased Operation
Islamabad Capital Territory

Internally Displaced Persoperson or groups of persons who have
been forced or obliged to flee or leave their homes or places of
habitual residence, in particular agesult of or in order to avoid the
effects of armed conflict, situations of generalised violence, violatio
of human rights or natural or humamade disasters, and who have
not crossed an internationally recognised state bofder

Islamic Jihad Union
Improvised Explosive Device

Islamic Movement of Uzbekistaan armed insurgent movement
operating in Afghanistan and other countries with fighters originally
from Uzbekistah

Islamic State Khorasan Province, also called ISIS, ISIDa&sbr
Islamic State Pakistan Province

Inter-Services Intelligence, one of the intelligence agencies of Pakit
generally considered to be one of the most powefakistani state
institutions

Inter-Services Public Relations, media wing of the Pakistani Army

An umbrella organisation of Islamist armed insurgent organisations
uniting with the aim of reintroducing a platform to reintrade at
Qaedd

Jamaatul Ahrar (Assembly of the Fresplinter faction of the Tehrike
Taliban Pakistan formed in Aug@€i14 and based in Mohmand tribal
district (former FATA)

Jaishe-Muhammad(a dzK I Y Y I R §) BlanisNavfréedhsurgent
group active in Kashnir

Soldiers of Allaha group linked to the TTP and?S
Jeay Sindh Muttahida Mahaz

Jeay Sindh Tehreek

Jeay Sindh Qaumi Maha&zesar

Tribal militia,institutionalised by the British. In recent times, they ha
been made responsible for security in Pashtun areas, and receive |
salary by the Pakistani authoritiés.

7UNOCHA, Guiding principles otehmal Displacement, September 20Q4!

{0 y¥T2NR

''YAGSNARAAGR S

alb LA yYy3 aratAdlyid

h NB | yuglist20182ly 8 @ &L & f

9 Zahid, F., Jamaat ul AnsaiSklaria: The New-#)aeda Threat in Pakistan, Terrorism Monitor, Volume: 15 Issue: 18, 22
September 2017url; ZahidF., The Return of A)aeda to Pakistan, Middle East Institute, 24 August 2017,
10 effery, F., Documenting: Jihadist groups operating in Afghanistan, 2 June 2019, Aurotalintel,

117ahid, F., Profile of JaisitMuhammad and Leader Masood Azhar, April 2019, Counter Terrorist Trends and Analyses,

url, pp. 5

12Reuters, Pakistan Taliban splinter group vows allegiance to Islamic State, 18 Novembaearl2014,
13 Express Tribune (Thé&dhasadar force personnel deprived of salaries, 28 May 206NN, Premerger people should

y26 NI A&S

GKSANI 2208 ®WRNJ YKI &dalRINARQX

mn ! dzZadza i

HAMY X
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http://www.unhcr.org/protection/idps/43ce1cff2/guiding-principles-internal-displacement.html
https://cisac.fsi.stanford.edu/mappingmilitants/profiles/islamic-movement-uzbekistan
https://jamestown.org/program/jamaat-ul-ansar-al-sharia-the-new-al-qaeda-threat-in-pakistan/
http://www.mei.edu/content/article/return-al-qaeda-pakistan
https://auroraintel.net/asia-australia/jihadist-groups-operating-in-afghanistan
https://www.rsis.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/CTTA-April-2019.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-pakistan-militants-is/pakistan-taliban-splinter-group-vows-allegiance-to-islamic-state-idUSKCN0J20YQ20141118
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1111665/khasadar-force-personnel-deprived-salaries/
https://www.tnn.com.pk/pro-merger-people-should-now-raise-their-voice-for-khassadars/

KhyberlV Operation launched by the Pakistani army onJi6/2017 aimed at
clearing Rajgal Valley in Khyber Agency of militAnts

KP> Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, including former FATA

KPTDs Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Tribal Districts

Lashkars Pashtun tribal armies or militias that can be mobilised via traditiona
tribal decisiormechanism¥

LB Lashkate Balochistan

Lel Lashkate Islam, a militant Sunni group with a sectarian agenda forr

in 2004 under Mufti Shakif.In 2015, Lashkag Islam announced that
it was joining Tehrile Taliban Pakistal.

Led Lashkate Jhangvi, an armed Sunni militant group with a sectarian
agenda in Pakistan formed in 1996. The group has carried out a
number of attacks on minority grosgn Pakistan and aims at
establishing a Sunni caliphate.

LeT Lashkae Taiba, a Sunni militant group, formed in 1990 and initially
trained in the Kunar Province of Afghanistan. LeT fights for the
unification of the Kashmir region and itgegration into Pakistani
territory and also attacks civilian targets in Afghanistan.

LoC Line of Controldisputed borderline between India and Pakistan in tt
regions of Jammu and Kashmir.

LJA Lashkate Jhangvi Ahlami, a faction of LashkarJhaigvit

LWJ Long War Journal

Madrassa Islamic school

MQM-P Muttahadi Qaumi MovementPakistan

NACTA National Counter Terrorism Authority

NADRA National Database & Registration Authority

NAP National Action Plan, Pakistan government plaeliminate
terrorisme?

NCA National Command Authority

NICC National Inteligence Coordination Committee

NDS National Directorate of Securitthe Afghan intelligence agency

14 Dawn, Army launches Operation Khyddein Rajgal Valley, 16 J@§17,url
151n this report KP refers to Khyber Pakhtunkhwa with the exception in the abbreviation ISKP where KP means Khorasan

Province

16 Dawn, Death by lashkar: The forgotten protectors of Adezai village, 9 May 2016,

17Dawn, Pakistan bans 25 militant organisations, 6 August 200Fxpress Tribune (The), List of banned organisations in

Pakistan, 24 October 201@r|

18] WJ, 3 jihadist groups merge with Movement of the Taliban in Pakistan, 6 May2015,

19USDOXountry Report on Terrorism 2019, 24 June 2020 pp. 283284

20 Stanford Universitya I LILJAA Y 3 aAf Al yid lBMBAFRDERARYAD udIREABRNI WdzyS HAawm
21 Jamestown Foundation (The), Lashkalhangvi alAlami: APakistani Partner for Islamic State, 27 January 2017,
22Express Tribune (The), Fight against terrorism: Defining moment, 25 Decembeu2014,
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https://www.dawn.com/news/1345690/army-launches-operation-khyber-4-in-rajgal-valley
https://www.dawn.com/news/1253290
https://www.dawn.com/news/482453/pakistan-bans-25-militant-organisations
https://tribune.com.pk/story/456294/list-of-banned-organisations-in-pakistan/
https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2015/05/3-jihadists-groups-merge-with-movement-of-the-taliban-in-pakistan.php
https://www.state.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Country-Reports-on-Terrorism-2019-2.pdf
https://cisac.fsi.stanford.edu/mappingmilitants/profiles/lashkar-e-taiba#highlight_text_12559
https://jamestown.org/program/lashkar-e-jhangvi-al-alami-pakistani-partner-islamic-state/
https://tribune.com.pk/story/811947/fight-against-terrorism-defining-moment/

NWFP North West Frontier Province, the former name for Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa

PDMA Provincial Disaster Management Authority

Peace Committee  Often calledAman JirgasMembers are appointed by the military or
police in order to deal with security issues and to bring peace in an
area, with the government giving them awttity for out-of-court
arbitration®

PoR Proof of Registration card: administrative document issued to
registered Afghan refugees in Pakistan

PPAC t NAYS aAyAaidSNRa tNAA2YSNE wS1?

PPP tlF1AaGry tS2LX SQa tI NIhe

PTI PakistariTehreeke Insaf

PTM Pashtun Tahafuz Movement, or Pashtun Protection Movement, a
grassroots Pashtun civil rights movem®nt

Raddul Fasaad Code name for a military operation launched by the Pakistani army
22 February2017

Razakar Pro-government tribal militi&’

RAW Research and Analysis Wjhgdia's main intelligence agency

SDLA Sindhudesh Liberation Army

SDLF Sindhu Desh Liberation Front

SDRA Sindhudesh Revolutionary Army

SMP Sipake Mohammed Pakistan, a Shalitant group®

SSP Sipahe Sahaba PakistaArmy of the Prophet Followers), a former
political party following the Deobandi school in IsfAm

TLP Tehreeke Labbaik Pakistan

TNN Tribal News Network

TTP Tehrike Taliban PakistaifPakistan Movement of Taliban), the larges

militant group in Pakistan. The organisation was founded in 2007 a
is an umbrella of mostly, but not all, Pakistani Taliban groups. TTP
pledged allegiance to Mullah Omar, in 2007 the leader of the Talibz
Afghanistan. The main goal behind TTP's establishment was to uni
the various factions of the Pakistan Taliban in order to organise

synchronised attacks on NATO/ISAF forces in Afghanistan. The gr

23 Secure Livelihoods Research Consortium, The role of local institutions in conflict affected Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Pakistan,
September 20174rl, p. 12

2 g1/ ws !'bl/w 6St02YSa tlt1Aaldly OFoAySitiQazoBadAaArzy G2 SEGS)
25BBC News, Manzoor Pashteen: The young tribesman rattling Pakistan's army, 23 Aptiti2018,

26 Dawn, Pakistan Army launches 'Operation RadBasaad' across the country, 21 June 2QtF7,

27 PICSSAnnual Security Assessmereport 20199 January 202, p. 10

28Nelson M., EASO, EASO COI Meeting Report: Pakistain;d&ober 2017, Rome, February 208, pp. 3132

29Nelson, M., EASO, EASO COI Meeting Report: Pakisthn,Qgober 2017, Rome, February 20d8, p. 30
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https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5acf160fe5274a76be66c11e/1.-The-role-of-local-institutions-in-conflict-affected-Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa-Pakistan.pdf
https://unhcrpk.org/unhcr-welcomes-pakistan-cabinets-decision-to-extend-stay-of-afghan-refugees/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-43827660
https://www.dawn.com/news/1316332
http://picss.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/PICSS-Annual-Report-2019.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/EASO_Pakistan_Meeting_Report_October_2017.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/EASO_Pakistan_Meeting_Report_October_2017.pdf

Ffa2 OFNNARSa 2dzi WRSTfighafaredS 2 A
conducting operations in former FATA.

UBA United Baloch Army

Zakat Religious alms

30USIP, The Evolution and Potential Resurgence of the Tiefailkban Pakistan, May 2021, p. 4
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https://www.usip.org/sites/default/files/2021-05/sr_494-the_evolution_and_potential_resurgence_of_the_tehrik_i_taliban_pakistan.pdf

Introduction

Thisreport aims to provide information on the security situation in Pakistan, which is relevant for
the assessment of international protection status determination, including refugee status and
subsidiary protection.

This report was drafted by a Country afigin Information (COIl) specialist from Cedoca, the Belgian
COl unit, as referred to in thi&cknowledgementsection.

Methodology

This report is an update of the EASO COI repoRakistan, Security SituatipBctober2020.3! The
reference period for the events described in this report is frfbugust 2020 until 31 July 2021
However, to allav a bettercomparisorwith 202Q for data on violent incidents and civilian
casualties, theimeframe isbetween 1 January 2020 until 31 December 2020 and 1 January 2021
until 31 July 2021

This report is produced in line with the EASO COI Report Methodology 20i®)he EASO COI
Writing and Referencing Style Guide (20%9).

Defining the terms of reference

For the terms of reference of this report, EASO #@COI Specialist Network on Pakistan provided
input to Cedoca. Cedoca defined the terms of reference taking into account this input. The terms of
reference can be found iAnnex2 of this report.

Quiality control

In orderto ensure that the drafter respected the EASO COI Report Methodology, a review was
carried out by COI specialists from the countries and organisations listed as reviewers in the
Acknowledgementsection.This quality pocess led to the inclusion of some additional information,
in response to feedback received during the respective reviews, Lihtleptember 202All
comments made by the reviewers were taken into consideration and most of them were
implemented in theihal draft of this report.

Sources

The information in this report results from desk research of public specialised-paped and
electronic sources, which were consulted within the time frame and the scope of the reskarch.
addition, the Cedoca resedrer, a specialishn Pakistan, sent a query on 7 J@@21to the
following expertsEach of themresponded by email within the reference period of this report

1 An academic expert aerrorism in South Asia, email, 22 July 2021.

1 Abdul Basit, email, 29 July 2021. Abdul Basit is an indepedmotiate Research
Fellow at the International Centre for Political Violence and Terrorism Research (ICPVTR)
of the S. Rajaratnam School of Intational Studis, Singapore-dehas written

391 {h /hL NBLEZNIA& FNB wadrkAiftroftsS @AF 9! {hQad 6S06aArisSy
32EASO, EASO Country of Origin Information (COI) Report Methodology, Jungr2019,
33EASO, Writing and Referencing Guide for EASO Country of Ciagindtion (COI) Reports, June 2018,
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https://easo.europa.eu/information-analysis/country-origin-information/country-reports
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2019_EASO_COI_Report_Methodology.pdf
https://coi.easo.europa.eu/administration/easo/PLib/2019_EASO_COI_Writing_and_Referencing_Guide.pdf

extensively in reputed academic journals such as the Perspectives on Terrorism and
mainstream Pakistani English dailssecurity in Pakistan.

1 Fahad Nabeel, email, 4 August 2021. Fahad Nabeel is a Pakidegrgndent researcher
on militancy and cybersecurity. His area of expertise covers the geopolitical issues and
military trends of South Asia.

1 Kiyya Baloch, email? July 2021Kiyya Balocls a freelance Pakistani journalist
currently based in Norway

1 Mansur KharMahsud, email, 1June2021 Mansur Khan Mahsud is tli&ecutive
Director of FATA Research Center (FRC).

The query list sent to thaforementionedexperts can be found iAnnex3 of this report.

Thisreport relies extensively on data about security incidents and casualties provided by different
institutions, which was eithepublished in reportavailableon their websites owas providedy
emailto Cedoca* Data on the security incidents provided Bgkistani institutes such as the
Pakistan Institute for Conflict and Security Studies (P)@®®ak Institute for Peace Studies (PJPS)
FATA Research Centre (F&) also the publicly available curated dataset on South Asia from the
Armed Conflict Location and Event Data Project (ACk&DYsed. For civilian casualties, the main
sources usedarethe publications by th&€entre for Research and Security Studies (CR8®&)ye
possible, data on casualties provided by PICSS, PIPS and FRC was also used.

z

The following descriptions of their respective methodologiesa@ BaR 2y St OK Ay ad A dzi

reports or websites.

ThePakistan Institute for Conflict and Security Studies (PiI€&8)ndependent research thisiank

based in Islamabad. PICSS collects statistical data regaakistiaspecific antistate

violence®® PICSS publishes annual security reports and divides incidents of violence mainly in two
OFGS3I2NRASaAaY Mo W@A2fSyd YAtAGIyd aGdGrO01aQ FyR W{
crimes, ethnic or languageased violence are not recorded. The data collected is based on open

sources such as newspapers, government sources and own correspondents. PICSS defines violent
YATAOGLYG FOGGrO1a a F2t{t26aY WHod aAf At Théde ! GO O
targets can be against life or property e.g. government installations such as gas pipelines, electricity
transmission lines etc., b. Militant clashes among different militant gr&#ips

ThePak Institute for Peace Studies (PJRS)ablished in Islamabad, was founded in January 2006.

One of the founding members is Muhammad Amir Rana, a security and political ZhRIN2S

monitors relevant incidents iRakistaron a daily basisfrom sources such as correspondents in the

different regions, newspapers, magazines, journals and television news channels. The information is
gathered in the PIPS conflict/security database and archives which form the bakeif@nnual

and monthly report$®t Lt { RAGARSA WL iGFrO1aQ Ayidi2 FTAGS OFGS3

WOoAOD GSNNRBNR&G FGdFOl1az AyOftdzRAY3I YAEAGEYd I
related attacks®®

(i) incidents of ethnepolitical violence;

(iii) crossborder attacks;

(iv) drone attacks; and

34PIPS, PICSS and FRC provided data by email to Cedoca. Khan, A. email, 8 AuglasaZ?01/2021-31/07/2021
courtesy ofPICSRRana Amir, M.email, 10 August 2021data 01/01/202131/07/2021 courtesy of PIPS; Khislahsud,
M., email, 6 August 2021 data 01/01/2631/07/2021 courtesy of FRC

35 PICSSANnual Security Assessment Report 2@0anuay 2021, url, p. ii

36 PICSSAnnual Security Assessment Report 2@0anuary 2024rl, pp. iikiv
37PIPS, PIPS Team, nuall,

38 PIPSPakistan Security Report 2020, 3 January 20&1p. 7

39 PIPSPakistan Security Report 2020, 3 January 20&1pp. 7-8
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https://www.picss.net/
https://www.pakpips.com/
https://frc.org.pk/
https://www.acleddata.com/
https://crss.pk/
https://www.picss.net/
https://www.pakpips.com/
https://www.picss.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/PICSS-Annual-Report-2020.pdf
https://www.picss.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/PICSS-Annual-Report-2020.pdf
https://www.pakpips.com/pips-team
https://www.pakpips.com/web/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Final-Report-2020.pdf
https://www.pakpips.com/web/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Final-Report-2020.pdf

60 2LISNF GA2YLFE GG O01a 88 aSOdNARGE& F2NDOSa |

tLt{ RSTAYyS& WOlIadatiAaAsSaqQ a F2tft26awd WOI adzk £ (A¢
AY2dINBRQD

TheFATA Research Centre (FR@)private and apolitical research organisation based in Islamabad

and established in 2009. FRC provides only information on the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Tribal Districts
(KPTDs) previously known as the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) of Pdkistdata

collected by FRC is based on sources such as newspapers, government sources and own

correspondents in all seven KPTDs. FRC mentions that their research contains certain limitations

since the area is undergoing couniesurgency operations andidfews®*Cw/ RSTAyYy Sa Wi S NN
FaGdrol1aQ a F2ftt26aY WYWLYRABDOARYIYIYVIR VASBRIY Oh 8K

TheCentre for Research and Security Studies (dR&%®)akistani research insti¢ that analyses
politics and security in the country. Executive Director, Imtiaz Gul, founded CRSS in December
2007 CRSS publishes annually a report on the security situation in Pakistan and also quarterly
reports# CRSS uses open sources such asmadtprinted and electronic medid.The reports

mainly contain statistical data on violenoglated casualtie&®

TheArmed Conflict Location and Event Data Project (AGkE)roject collecting, analysingdan
mapping information on crisis and conflict in Africa, south and seattt Asia, the Middle East, East
Asia, Central Asia, the Caucasus, Latin America and others and also provides datasets on conflict
incidents? As ACLED points out, the reader shohtulyever, be aware of some limitations in the
data. These limitations are:

WGKS FANRG A& GKFG Yzad 2F GKS REGE A& 3IFGKS
This means that the data is in part a reflection of the coveragergpaiting priorities of

media and international organisations. One of the effects of this is that it may under

estimate the volume of events of nestrategic importance (for example, lelavel

communal conflict, or events in very isolated areas). We workddress this possibility by

triangulating data sources to include humanitarian and international organisation reports,

rather than media alone; and by conducting grottnathing exercises in which we present

data to local organisations and partners teess its validity among people working directly

A ¥ 4 A x

Therefore, ACLED's figures in this report are to be considered as an estimate and indication of trends
in violence over a given period of time.

ACLED codes security incideassfollows:
 Battlesy @A2f Syid OflakKSa o0SG¢SSy Fd t€tSlrad dg2 I N
armed and organised state, natate, and external groups, and in any combination therein.

40 PIPSPakistan Security Report 2020, 3 January 20@1pp. 78

41 PIPSPakistan Security Report 2020, 3 January 20@1p. 8

42FRC, About Us, n.dul; FRCKhyber Pakhtunkhwa Tribal Distridtanual Security Report 2020, 7 January 20211 p. 1
43 FRCKhyber Pakhtunkhwa Tribal Distridtanual Security Report 2020, 7 January 20211 p. iii

44 FRCKhyber Pakhtunkhwa Tribal Distriétsanual Security Report 2020, 7 January 2021 p. iv

45 Imtiaz Gul Official Website, Biography, nudl,

46 For example: CRSS, CRSS Annual Security Report Special Editig2028] 8/1arch 201rl; CRSS, Annual Security
Report 2019, 28 January 2020l; CRSS, Annual Security Report 2020, 10 February @022RSS, Quarlg Security
ReportQ1 2021, 14 April 202Lyl; CRSS, Quarterly Security Refip2t 2021, 27 July 202dr]

47CRSS, AnnL&ecurity Report 2020, 10 February 2021, p. 4

48 CRSS, Annual Security Report 2020, 10 February @021,

49 ACLED, About Acled, n.dtl; For more information on ACLED methodology, see ACLED Codethook,

50 ACLED, Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED) GMiddifoUsers, January 201%], pp. 910
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https://frc.org.pk/
https://crss.pk/
https://www.acleddata.com/
https://www.pakpips.com/web/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Final-Report-2020.pdf
https://www.pakpips.com/web/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Final-Report-2020.pdf
http://frc.org.pk/about-us/
http://frc.org.pk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Final-Version-PDF-Draft-of-Security-Report-2020.pdf
http://frc.org.pk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Final-Version-PDF-Draft-of-Security-Report-2020.pdf
http://frc.org.pk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Final-Version-PDF-Draft-of-Security-Report-2020.pdf
http://imtiazgul.com/biography/
https://crss.pk/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Annual-Security-Report-Special-Edition-2013-2018.pdf
https://crss.pk/wp-content/uploads/Annual-Security-Report-2019.pdf
https://crss.pk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/CRSS-Annual-Security-Report-2020.pdf
https://crss.pk/quarterly-security-report-q1-2021/
https://crss.pk/quarterly-security-report-q2-2021/
https://crss.pk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/CRSS-Annual-Security-Report-2020.pdf
https://crss.pk/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/CRSS-Annual-Security-Report-2020.pdf
https://acleddata.com/about-acled/
https://www.acleddata.com/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/2017/10/ACLED_Codebook_2019FINAL_pbl.pdf
https://www.acleddata.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/ACLED_User-Guide-for-Media_2015.pdf

Subevents of battles are armed clashes, government regaingaeyrand nonstate actor
overtakes territoryQ

9 Violence against civilianssiolent events where an organised armed group deliberately
inflicts violence upon unarmed nezsbmbatants. It includes violent attacks on unarmed
civilians suchassexu@lA 2t Sy OSs FdGdFO01as Fo0RdzOGA2yk F2NOSR

1 Explosions/remote violenceevents where an explosion, bomb or other explosive device
was used to engage in conflict. They include-eitked violent events in which the tool for
engaging in conflict creas asymmetry by taking away the ability of the target to engage or
defend themselves and their location. They include air/drone strikes, suicide bombs,
shelling/artillery/missile attack, remote explosive/landmine/IED, grenade, chemical weapon.

1 Riots are aviolent demonstration, often involving a spontaneous action by unorganised,
unaffiliated members of society. They include violent demonstration, mob violence.

 Protestsy WLIzo0f AO RSY2YyaA0UNr A2y Ay KAOK GKS LI NI
violence may be used against them. It includes peaceful protests, protest with intervention,
SEOSaaA@dS FT2NOS [3FAyad LINRPGSAGSNER®Q

9 Strategic developmentsinformation regarding the activities of violent groups that is not
itself recorded as political violencget may trigger future events or contribute to political
dynamics within and across states. Among others it includes agreements, change to
group/activity, nonviolent transfer of territory, arrests!

Data on violent incidents reported in Chapteof this report is based o@edocanalysis of ACLED
publicdata extracted or8 Septembe021. For the purpose of this repgtt only the following type

of events were included in the analysis of the security situation in Pakistan: battles,
explosions/remote violence and violence against civilians. The ACLED data and maps derived from
such data, used in this report refer to thimeframe between JJanuary2020and

31 December2020 and January2021 until 31July2021(based on the ACLED curated dataset for
SouthAsiaupdated until3 Septembe021).53

Because of the use of a different methodology and terminology by each institiierdata on

security incidents and casualties can differ between the institutions. For example, while PIPS records
WHESNNRNR &G FaGdFO01aQx t L/ {chaptesB.OPAGREs oddvidnA G F ya F dat
fatalitiesand 1.4.2 Figures on casualties 1 Januaryl2@1 July 202 presentdata from the

different sources separately to allow comparison aalearer understanding of the situation.

On Internally Displced Persons (IDPs) in Pakistan, information collected from the United Nations
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA) in Pakistan and information collected
by the Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre (IDMC) was &&€bese IDP dais

complemented with anecdotal information on IDP movements in or from the provinces and
information on the causes. This information comes mainly from media sources.

In the regional description, a government source was used to describe the populgtioesfin the
administrative divisions This source was used becauspritvidesthe most recent population

51 ACLED, Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED) Codebook, October pp1714
52 Fatalities collected by ACLED were not used in this report

53 Cedoca analysis based on publicly available ACLED data. ACLED, Curated Data Filei Golths applied: Pakistan;
Event types: battles, explosions/remote violence and violence against civilians; 1 JanuaBi 202 2021), update
September2021,url

54 UNOCHA Pakistan, emd&lJuly 2020DMC, GRID 2021 Global Report on Internal Displacement, May 2021,

55 Pakistan, Pakistan Bureau of Statistlesial Results CensB617- National, 19 May 2021rl; Pakistan, Pakistan Bureau
of Statistics Final Results Censf@817- District Tables FATA9 May 2021url
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https://www.acleddata.com/wp-content/uploads/dlm_uploads/2017/10/ACLED_Codebook_2019FINAL_pbl.pdf
https://acleddata.com/curated-data-files/
https://www.internal-displacement.org/sites/default/files/publications/documents/grid2021_idmc.pdf
https://www.pbs.gov.pk/sites/default/files/population_census/National.pdf
https://www.pbs.gov.pk/sites/default/files/population_census/FATA%20Agency%20Wise.pdf

figures in Pakistan. Some sources casted doubts about the results of the 2017 ¥ariwmusdefinite
census figures of 2017 were published in Mag 2>’

Due to the deteriorating situation for journalists in Pakistsgveral sources mentioned difficulties
on reporting concerning the security situatidn.an interview via emadn 12 July 2021, Pakistani
journalist, Kiyya Baloc$tated the following:

Recent persecution of journalists covering security, human rights, and politics has seriously
AYLI OGSR 22dzNyIFfAaY Ay trlAadlye Ly GKS LI ad
intelligence agencies have restricted access for media and human rights monitors to conflict

areas, such as Balochistan, rural Sindh, and KP. However, in recent times the authorities

have prosecuted journalists across the country, especially in Islam&dvaeporting on

military intervention in politics and persecuting journalists for simply doing their job. Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA) has initiated criminal proceedings against journalists, bloggers,

and social media activists for exercising thght to freedom of expression. In May,

t 1 Aad-TOROKRRRGISE SOAAA2Y GFE1 aK2e¢ /FLAGET ¢
FAN) 2dzad RF&@a | FGSNI aLISIF1Ay3a 2dzi 3IFAyad GKS
on a fellow journalist in Islaabad. This has raised severe fear among {ktlewn journalists

covering security, militancy, and human rights in less urbanized cities, who believe that

when prominent journalists such as Hamid Mir are not spared how they can be. Following an
unprecedened number of attacks against prominent journalists in big cities like Islamabad,
Lahore,and Karachi, littlknown purnalists, including prominent television hosts, live under

fear who have largely given up doing stories considered critical to the militad civilian

goveNy Y S8/ (1 d Q

Fahad Nabeestatedvia email on 4 August 202fe following

Wenerally, reporting on the security situation in Pakistan has brought a number of
challenges for journalists. From limited or no access to areas encounteriagatated

security situation to facing life threats from militant groups and their sympathizers,
journalists and media workers have no safety net to rely upon in case things went south and
often have to risk their lives in covering stories related to siégsituation®

In an interview via email on 1line 2021, the ExecutiveDirector of FRC, Mansur Khan Mahsud
wrote the following on the difficulties experienced in the KPTDs:

For journalists working in former districts of FATA was always difficult and risky but after
the outbreak ofCOVIBEL9it is almost impossible for journalsto freely work in South and
North Waziristan tribal districts. But in the rest of the five distriaf FATA journalists are

not facing to many problems like im&h and North Waziristan district<?

Structure and use of the report

This report provides information on elements and indicators that may help in assessing the need for
international protection. In thdirst parta general description is given on the security situation in
Pakistan. Theecond parexplains the security situation per province in more defile provinal
chapters in this reporbave the following structurea general description of the province contains

56 Daily Pakistan, Mustafa Kamal challenges census 2017 results in SC, 25 Apill;ZB48ess Tribune (Th&ensus

2017: FATA lawmakers dispwtensus count, 26 August 201il; Dawn, Opposition parties suspicious of census results, 27

August 201 7url

551t gy tF{AAGFYQa LRLWZ FGA2Y A& HnudbcyYI dK26a& Hnmt OSyadz
58 Baloch, K., email, 12 July 2021

59 Nabeel, F., email, 4 August 2021

60 Mahsud Khan, M., email, 11 June 2021
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https://en.dailypakistan.com.pk/pakistan/mustafa-kamal-challenges-census-2017-results-in-sc/
https://tribune.com.pk/story/1491331/census-2017-fata-lawmakers-dispute-census-count/
https://www.dawn.com/news/1354150
https://www.dawn.com/news/1624375

information on the geography and population; the conflict background takes a longer term look at
the security situation in a province, including the armed actors active in the province. A section on
recent trends in the security situation describes the nature of the violence, targets, locations, and
casualties within the timeframe from August 202@; 31 July 2021Finally, conflictnduced
displacements are described in a separate section. Recent securitgntedescribed in sub

sections should be read as illustrations of trends in the security situation and not as an exhaustive
list of incidentsBoth the general and regional descriptions provide information from various sources
on the relevant elements ahindicators. Information on an indicator as such should never be taken
as conclusive, but as indicative for the assessment of protection needs, and should be read in
conjunction with other indicators and information on the region.

Administrative divisions
The description of the security situation uses the following administrative divisions:

1 The four provinces: Punjab, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP), BaloéhatahSindh;
1 Islamabad Capital Territory;
1 The two administrative regions: Azad Kashmir and Glgitstan 52

On 28May 2018, the former President of Pakistan Mamnoon Hussain signed the FATA Interim
Governance Regulation (2018) which will govern FATA until it merges with KP 5 RA3D opted

to follow the administrative divisions used by UNOCHAhag produce very clear maps and use the

same division systematically in all their publicatiéhis.y’ G KA & NB LR NI X F2ff2¢6Ay 3
administrative division, former FATA is described in the section of the province of KRa(ség In

this report, the new names of the KPTDs for each of the former tribal agencies in FATA &fe used.

For a better understanding of these tribal districts and because of their impact on the security

situation, the KP tribal districts are described in gahéerms and then in more detail in the relevant

chapter (se€.2.2 Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (including former FATA)

61 Balochistan refers to the Pakistani province of Baluchistan¥&gel)
62 Map 1: the two regions are situated in the north of Pakist@&n.Map 1, they are indicated in the grearea in the north

of Pakistan

63 Dawn, President signs #fata merger bill into law, 31 May 2018]; RFE/RL, Pakistani Tribal Areas Face Long Road To
Stabilization, 28 May 2018l

64 All their relevant maps can be fouatt UNOCHA, Humanitarian Response, Maps/Infographits,

65 Express Tribune (Thdjibal areas relesignated as districts, stdivisions, 12 June 2018tl; Express Tribune (The),
Notification issued for composition of new administrative divisions in Mohmand, Khyber, 20 Juhug1018,
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https://www.dawn.com/news/1411156
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https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/pakistan/infographics
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Map

Map 1: PakistarOverview © UNOCHA

66 UNOCHA, PakistaBverview map [map], 3 December 2018|
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https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/pak643_pakistan_overview_v7_a4_l_20181203.pdf













































































































































































































































































































































































































