
3.2. Major institutional changes in EU+ countries 

Some of the legislative changes mentioned under the previous section required countries to 

significantly restructure their institutional architecture related to asylum. Some other minor shifts in 

competencies aimed for a more efficient arrangement for some specific aspects of asylum. 

Country 
Institution(s) 
concerned 

Thematic area Change 

Austria 

Federal Office for 
Immigration and 
Asylum (BFA, 
Bundesamt für 
Fremdenwesen und 
Asyl) 

 General 
The ninth BFA branch office became operation in March 2018 in the 
town of Leoben, reporting to the Regional Directorate of Styria. 

Federal Ministry of the 
Interior 

 General 

New Section V (Immigration) was established within the Federal 
Ministry of the Interior, as a result of an organisational restructuring 
(decision in October 2018, in force since January 2019). The new section 
brings together resources and know-how on affairs related to asylum 
and immigration, including border control, Aliens Police, reception, 
residency, citizenship and return. Section V provides support for the 
BFA in particular for operations, for information and analysis and for 
optimising the average time for asylum procedures.  

Belgium CGRS  
Country of 
origin 
information 

New Media Unit of the Documentation and Research Centre (Cedoca) 
of the CGRS became fully operational. 

Belgium 
FEDASIL / Immigration 
Office 

 

Access to 
procedure / 
Reception of 
applicants for 
international 
protection 

Since 3 December 2018, the Petit-Château - Klein Kasteeltje reception 
centre has become an ‘arrival centre’ for applicants who have just 
arrived in Belgium and the single entry point for persons applying for 
international protection in Belgium (pending the opening of the new 
arrival centre in Neder-over-Heembeek). The centre, gathering staff 
from Fedasil and the Immigration Office, has various functions: 

 identification and security check;  

 evaluation of reception rights and initial reception; 

 first observation, vulnerability check and allocation to an 
adapted reception place; 

 application of one single and humane process to all applicants. 
The Petit-Château, whose capacity is 800 places, remains an open 
reception centre and is managed by Fedasil. Applicants’ stay in the 
centre is meant to be short (a week). The arrival centre is not fully 
operational yet. 

Croatia 

Central State Office for 
Reconstruction and 
Housing Care and 
Ministry for 
Demography, Family, 
Youth and Social Policy 
and Centres for Social 
Welfare 

 
Content of 
protection 

The competence for providing accommodation to beneficiaries of 
international protection was taken over by the Central State Office for 
Reconstruction and Housing Care 

Estonia 
Police and Border 
Guard Board 

 
Content of 
protection 

A Citizenship and International Protection Bureau was created within 
the PBGB. 

France Ministry of the Interior  

Reception of 
applicants for 
international 
protection, 

The post of an inter-ministerial delegate responsible or the reception 
and integration of refugees was established under the authority of the 
Ministry of the Interior. 



Content of 
protection 

France Regional Dublin units  Dublin system 

11 specialised regional hubs have been created for processing the 
Dublin procedure. Initially, 94 prefectures were responsible for the 
application of the Dublin Regulation in France. They have exclusive 
competence to conduct Dublin procedures initiated following the 
registration of an asylum application: sending the request, renewing 
the certificate, notifying decisions on transfers, house arrest or 
detention, managing and monitoring litigation, and organising 
transfers. This reorganisation does not concern the Île-de-France 
region. 
 

Germany BAMF  General 
New management from early summer 2018. Re-organisation of the 
organisational structure (effective from 1 October 2018). 

Greece 

Ministry of Migration, 
Ministry of Labour, 
Social Security and 
Social Solidarity 

 

Reception of 
applicants for 
international 
protection, 
Vulnerable 
applicants - 
UAM 

The responsibility for the protection of unaccompanied and separated 
minors has passed from the Ministry of Migration to the Ministry of 
Labour, Social Security and Social Solidarity. 
  

Hungary 
Immigration and 
Asylum Office 

 

Reception of 
applicants for 
international 
protection 

The reception facilities and detention centres fall under the 
management and supervision of the central Refugee Affairs Directorate 
since 1 January 2019. 

Italy 

Territorial 
Commissions for the 
Recognition of 
International 
Protection 

 
Procedures at 
first instance 

Decree-Law No 113 of 4 October 2018 foresees the establishment of 
additional sections for the Territorial Commissions. These sections may 
be established temporarily with a Ministerial Decree for a maximum 
time of eight months. Maximum ten sections can operate under each 
Territorial Commission. 

Italy Dublin Unit  Dublin system 

The structure of the organisations responsible for the Dublin procedure 
becomes more decentralised. Law No 132 of 1 December 2018 
foresees the creation of Dublin Unit sections working near the 
prefectures. 

Luxembourg 

Ministry of Foreign and 
European Affairs, 
Ministry of Family and 
Integration 

 

Reception of 
applicants for 
international 
protection 

The competency for reception was moved to the Ministry of Foreign 
and European Affairs from the Ministry of Family and Integration. 

Malta 
Dublin Unit, 
Immigration Police 

 Dublin system 
A new Dublin Unit within the Office of the Refugee Commissioner took 
over the operational responsibility from the Immigration Police. 

Spain 

Ministry of 
Employment, 
Migration and Social 
Security, State 
Secretary for Migration 

 
Content of 
protection 

A new Directorate General for Integration and Humanitarian Aid was 
created within the Ministry of Employment, Migration and Social 
Security, State Secretary for Migration.  
Both the Ministry of the Interior and the Ministry of Employment, 
Migration and Social Security expended their relevant capacity in a 
significant manner. 

Switzerland 
State Secretariat for 
Migration 

 General 
The structure of SEM was significantly re-organised due to the major 
legislative changes concerning asylum procedures in general entering 
into force on 1 March 2019. 

 

 


